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General Meeting—Tuesday 1 June at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Sharon Blum-Caon (CCMA)—Lower Barwon Wetlands 


General Meeting—Tuesday 6 July at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Millie Scicluna—Fat-tailed Dunnarts 





Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations then you 
need to register. Just email the webmaster at info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a user name and 
temporary password 

The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more 


information on events. www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It 
can take a few weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/ 
GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. 
The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/Geelong Naturalist. The Geelong Bird Report is at bit.ly/ 
BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 
a Facebook Group open to club members to share things, www.facebook.com/groups/ 
GeelongFNCGroup : just visit and ask to join 


and an Instagram account www. instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all 


saved at bit.ly/GFNCJournals 
The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 








In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 


Jill Thomson Winchelsea; lan Hawkins, Anglesea; Sarah Anderson and Sam Slaney, Highton; Lyhn and Gordon 
Barfield, Barongarook West; David Flanagan, Geelong; Davin Kroeger, Lara 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be due on Monday 28 June 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the July edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 








The photo on the front cover, by Alison Watson, is a group of young Emperor Webcaps Cortinarius archeri found at 
Bellbrae on 18/5/21. 


The photo on the back cover, by Lynne Clarke, is of a winter-bright Marbled Gecko found under some loose bark in her 
garden on 12/5/21. ‘It was cold, so it was very slow-moving. On the rare occasions when | have found them here 
before they have rushed away on the instant. | love its little grey tail, | presume a re-growth after some trauma. | trust it 
was not my spade! Perhaps a magpie. It was about 8 cm long, and slowly dragged itself out of sight. 








Powerful Owl Project: Goodbye tracking, hello breeding season 


he tracking season for Powerful Owls (Ninox strenua) 

is about to close as the adults start mating and begin 
heading into the breeding season. This catching season | 
was successfully able to catch and tag three adult Powerful 
Owls of different territories in the Great Otway National 
Park surrounding Anglesea. One of these birds occupies 
the Ironbark Basin—likely the most well-known Powerful 
Owl pair in the Greater Geelong/Surf Coast Shire area. 


The GPS data is currently being processed; however, the 
birds appear to be making some really interesting 
movements through the landscape, including nearby 
private property and 
treed corridors like the 
Great Ocean Road. In 
addition to the tagged 
owls, several new 
territories have been 
identified in the 
Otways and Brisbane 
Ranges National Park 
that | am looking to 
include in the tracking 
seasons next year. 





Breeding season for 
the owls is fast 

approaching with the 
female heading into a 


Nick Carter holding one of his tracked 
Powerful Owls in Anglesea. 
Photo: Dan Weller 





large tree hollow 
around late May to 
June. Here, she will lay 
and sit on her eggs for 
approximately one 
month. When the eggs 
hatch, she will spend 
another month rearing 
the chicks until they are 
so big that she no 
longer fits in the hollow! 


As I’m sure all 
naturalists are aware, 
Powerful Owls are 
extremely difficult to 
detect (even previously 
tracked ones). This 
breeding season | am 
aiming to monitor the 
2021 tracked owls and others to find their breeding hollows 
and record important stats (i.e. date of female entering the 
hollow, fledging date, no. of chicks). As such, | am asking 
that any GFNC members who happen to come across any 
Powerful Owl activity, breeding hollows or even juvenile 
owls please pass on any sightings (with a location) to 
nbca@deakin.edu.au. Any reported sightings will be greatly 
appreciated and will help me to monitor breeding locations 
and behaviour of this important threatened species. 











Tracked Powerful Owl showing off its 
tracker (black aerial coming off the 


tail feathers). Photo: Nick Carter 


Bellarine Peninsula Orange-bellied Parrot Regional Group Report 


n April 17 fourteen captive-bred Orange-bellied 
Parrots were released at Lake Connewarre as part of 
the coordinated Mainland Release Program. 


Most of these birds have remained in the area. There is 
considerable wild food available and supplementary food 
supply has been scaled back and now ceased to ensure a 
complete transition to wild foods. It is most pleasing and 
exciting to see the released birds, along with migrant birds, 
feeding on a variety of saltmarsh species such as Beaded 
Glasswort, Sea Barley-Grass and Austral Seablite. The two 
migrants, from Melaleuca, are a wild-bred female and a 
captive-bred female and we look forward to more joining 
the flock over coming weeks! 


The official surveys 


There was some bitterly cold weather on the weekend of 
15-16 May. Volunteers who headed out to several sites 
were not rewarded with views of the hoped for OBPs but 
there was some compensation with other delights. 


One of the teams surveying private property at Lake 
Connewarre ended up with an exceptional total of 377 Blue 
-winged Parrots. Every effort was made to limit, if not 
eliminate, double-counting. A total of 466 Blue-winged 
Parrots was tallied across eight sites. In other enjoyable 
highlights to celebrate, across several Lake Connewarre 
sites a total of nine raptor species were recorded. A young 
Peregrine Falcon cruised about for an extended period of 
time; at one stage it harassed two Swamp Harriers. An 


Craig Morley 


immature Spotted Harrier ‘floating’ over pasture and 
saltmarsh was a big thrill for the fortunate observers, giving 
an opportunity to learn more about the definite though 
subtle ID features of sub-adult birds of this species! And an 
Australian Hobby fly-by should ensure a quickening of the 
pulse and a warming of the spirit! And one of numerous 
singing Striated Fieldwrens singing with brief mimicry of an 
Australasian Pipit was a thrill for some discerning listeners. 
Though no new OBPs were found over the survey 
weekend a few days later the two migrant Orange-bellied 
Parrots were each observed once more. 


The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority is 
conducting a Saltmarsh and Orange-bellied Parrot 
information session on Friday 18 June. For more info 
contact info@ccma.vic.gov.au 





Orange-bellied Parrots, migrants and captive-bred releases, 
feeding in saltmarsh at Lake Connewarre Photo: Craig Morley 
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May Fauna Report 


A: always, there are a number of very interesting 
reports logged onto the club’s pages for both 
mammals and reptile/frog sightings. All of the sightings will 
be collated and added to the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas 
(VBA), and from there to the Atlas of Living Australia (ALA) 
for future reference. 


Common Brush-tailed Possum: At Darley, 5 May— 
‘Wellington Street’s noisy, resident brushtail possum was 
back ... | haven’t seen or heard it for a long time.’(RAu). 


Koala: Two noted in separate trees on the east side of the 
You Yangs on 18 April (GFNC excursion report). An adult 
male noted in the Brisbane Ranges on 17 May (BFr). 


Red-necked Wallaby: Noted in the Anglesea Heath— 
separate individuals observed along Hammonds Road, 
Breakfast Creek Road, No 2 Road and Gum Flats Road on 
29 April (CMo, SRo, JDg). 


Swamp Wallaby: At Balliang, one noted feeding on 
roadside vegetation on 17 May (BFr). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Many sightings recorded over 
the last month, most in the Balliang area, but also at 
Connewarre (BFr) and Anglesea Heath (CMo). The largest 
number was at Karaaf Wetlands where 140 were seen on 
15 May (CWh, SRo, BFr). There are concerns that this 
large number may have a destructive impact on the fragile 
vegetation and environment. 


Microbat: On 2 May, many were seen flying over the road 
between Anglesea and the Bell’s Beach turnoff just before 
dusk (CFr, GA). 


Black Rat: One caught in a cage trap on the east side of 
Lake Connewarre on 27 April. It was a very large animal 
with a new coat of thick winter hair (BFr, CMo, JDg). 


Red Fox: A solitary animal was heard calling at Balliang on 
1 May at 8.25 p.m. and was spotted by flashlight 10 
minutes later ‘at the rear of our paddock and tree-planted 
area. Presumably it was on its way to our neighbour who 
has a menagerie of domestic birds and animals’ (BFr). One 
was seen at Bacchus Marsh early in the morning on 8 May. 
It was in long grass next to the on-ramp of the highway 
overpass (RAu). At Salt Lake, Connewarre, on 15 May, an 
adult then a juvenile were seen running through low 
vegetation (SRo, CWh, BFr). 


Brown Hare: On 2 May one was seen along Centre Track 
at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve (GP). Another was 
seen running through the Yellow Gum Reserve at Ocean 
Grove on 8 May (CFr, GA). 


Fallow Deer: Five seen on 19 May near Hospital Swamp, 
Connewarre, and four were noted nearby at Baenches 
Lane on the same day. (AW, PWa, CMo). 


Bottle-nose Dolphin: On 8 May a pod of about 10 
individuals was seen just offshore from Blue Rocks. They 
appeared to be working the area, herding and feeding. A 
couple leapt very high out of the water, and there was 
much splashing around by the individuals at one point. 
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They were in the area for about 30 minutes before moving 
slowly away (CFr, GA). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: Several heard calling from wetter 
areas in Moggs Creek on 3 May, just after rain (GP, JPo). 


Marbled Gecko: One found at Balliang on 29 April among 
a pile of house bricks (BFr). Another was found in the 
garden at Highton on 8 May (CFr). 


White’s Skink: Three were seen peeping out from a small 
set of burrows along the edge of Surf Coast Walk at 
Anglesea in the middle of the day on 1 May; it was sunny 
and mild weather (CFr, GA). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: On 26 April, one being 
harassed by a cat; it was moving to a rock pile under the 
house in Belmont (RLw). 


Observers:, AW, Alison Watson; BFr, Brad Ferrier; CFr, 
Chrissy Freestone; CWh, Chris White; CMo, Craig Morley; 
GA, George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; JDg, Jeff 
Dagg; JPo, Jenny Possingham; PWa, Phil Watson; RLw, 
Rod Lowther; Rau, Ross Auchettl; SRo, Scott Rolph. 





Next fauna survey 
10-13 June 2021 


Manna Gum Place, Maude 


Manna Gum Place off Lynch Road, Maude, 
is a large area of native woodland that has 
been subdivided into a small number of 
individual properties. The subdivision 
includes a large area of Yellow Gum 
woodland that is managed by a body- 
corporate of local owners. There is also a 
City of Greater Geelong reserve in the 
same area. 


The CCMA has been able to encourage the 
body-corporate to allow the GFNC to carry 
out a fauna survey in both the ‘common’ 
land and the Council reserve. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to investigate this 
area as it holds considerable potential for 
indigenous fauna. 


Thursday 10 June 1.00 p.m.—meet at the 
junction of Lynch Road and Manna Gum 
Place to set Elliott traps. 


Friday 11 June to Sunday 13 June—meet 
at the same place at 9.00 a.m. 


Note: please do not drive into the area 
except at these times as the land is private 


property. 








Moranghurk Fauna Survey 
6-9 May 2021 


ntroduction 

This is the fourth occasion on which we have carried out 
fauna surveys at Moranghurk, a farming property on the 
east side of Sharp Road, just south-east of Sharp Crossing 
on the Moorabool River. 
The property supports a fine stand of Yellow Gums, with 
River Red Gums and streamside vegetation along the river 
bank. On this occasion we concentrated our effort on the 
elevated land, setting 15 Elliott traps along a damp 
depression running down from a waterhole beside the road 
into the homestead, and harps and cameras in the Yellow 
Gum woodland below the homestead. We also did a quick 
check on the extensive tile grid in the grassland well above 
the river. 


Weather 
Initially fine, warm and sunny but becoming cool late in the 
weekend. 


Method, results 
Elliotts: a total of 15 were set for three nights in a single 
line down a shallow depression beneath phalaris and other 
grasses. 
07/05/21: — House Mouse: 1 caught 
08/05/21: — Black Rat: 1 caught, female wt.160 g 
09/05/21: — House Mouse: 4 caught, including 2 in one 
trap. Another six traps had the bait taken, some still set. It 
is possible for mice to sneak in under the release plate 
without setting-off the trap. 





ve ie 


Lesser Long-eared Bat 


























Eastern False Pipistrelle 
Photo: Katherine Lynch 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Harps 
Two harp traps were in place for two nights where there is 


an opening under Yellow Gums above the escarpment of 
the Moorabool River. This was the same site where we 
undertook a two-night survey on 6 to 7 April 2018 when we 
caught Gould’s Wattled Bat (2), Eastern False Pipistrelle 
(1) and White-striped Freetail Bat (3) — see Geelong 
Naturalist May 2018. 
On 01/05/19 we set two harps in the same locality and 
caught one Lesser Long-eared Bat. 
Results of the current survey: 
07/05/21: — nil 
08/05/21: — Lesser Long-eared Bat, female 
Lesser Long-eared Bat, male 
Little Forest Bat, male 
Eastern False Pipistrelle, male 
09/05/21: — not set due to a rain forecast 


Cameras 
Four cameras were set for four nights, focused on bait- 
containers. We did not obtain any photographs. 


Tiles 

We did a quick check of the extensive tile grid set in 
grassland across the top of steeply-sloping ground that 
leads down to the river valley. 

Eastern Large Striped Skink — 3 were found under 

separate tiles. 

Skink — one observed briefly but not identified. 
While there was no systematic search for invertebrates 
under the tiles, the following were noted. 

Golden-backed Bull-ant — one nest was observed 

Green-head Ants — nest noted 

Wolf (‘Union Jack’) spiders — two noted. 

Orange-legged Centipede — one seen briefly. 
Incidental observations 
Various other fauna was noted including: 

Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink (Garden Skink) — 

several seen. 

Common Brushtail Possum — scats found. 

Koala — one seen. 

Swamp Wallaby — one noted. 

Eastern Grey kangaroo — small numbers seen. 





Koala at Moranghurk on Moorabool River near 
Lethbridge, 6/5/21 Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Bird list 


Pacific Black Duck 
Common Bronzewing 
Dusky Moorhen 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 


Sulphur-Crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 


Superb Fairywren 

Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 


Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Weebill 

Australian Magpie 

Grey Currawong 

Grey Shrikethrush 
Golden Whistler 

Grey Fantail 

Little Raven 
White-winged Chough 


Eastern Rosella 
Musk Lorikeet 
White-throated Treecreeper 


Brown Treecreeper Brown Thornbill 


Thanks 

Our sincere thanks to Ross Wilkie for again allowing us the 
Opportunity to carry out the survey. We have gained a 
great deal of useful information on the fauna of the 
property, and district, and we have thoroughly enjoyed 
being able to wander the property in our search for the 
creatures that live here. 


To Tracey, Kathryn and Jess for assisting setting, checking 
and collecting the traps, and Chrissy and George for the 
bird list. 


Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
White-browed Scrubwren 





Eastern Yellow Robin 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Mistletoebird 
Red-browed Finch 


Eastern Large Striped Skink 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 


You Yangs Boneseed Weekend 
Sat 22 and Sun 23 May 


ell, what a difference 48 hours can make. 

Consecutive days of perfect May weather and 
although our starting time was cold, cold, cold, by mid 
morning the layers of clothing were being shed and 
beanies were being swapped for sun hats. 


Our You Yangs boneseed site had 20 months of regrowth 
due to the pandemic and its state was a depressing sight. 
Enter, a herculean effort by our fantastic club members, 
volunteer visitors and families in an effort that can only be 
described as—l borrow well-used words from numerous 
|.0.C. presidents—'The Best Ever!’ 


Our work activity concentrated on the area above and 
below the East-West Walk and by Sunday afternoon the 


Initial briefing at You Yangs site; boneseed before and after, 22/5/21 
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Rob Beardsley 


gratifying sight of scattered boneseed was most pleasing. 
We offer our most sincere thanks to all participants for a 
job well done. 


Our next outing to the You Yangs is only 12 weeks away 
so can | urge you to pencil in the last weekend in August 
for your 'weekend exercise’ which will ensure our 'GFNC 
hill’ is returned 
to its 2019 
state. 










Photos: Graham Possingham 


City Nature Challenge 2021 


or the second year, Geelong participated in the City 

Nature Challenge (CNC). This year’s event was held 
between 30 April and 3 May for making observations, with 
the second phase of finalising data entry and identifications 
concluding on 9 May. The CNC challenge began in 2016 
and is now truly a global event. From that first year when 
the event began as a rivalry between San Francisco and 
Los Angeles, it has now grown in scope to cover all 
continents except Antarctica with 419 cities entering this 
year. 


Each city selects and nominates its own boundaries. 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club as the local coordinating 
body used an area aligned to what has traditionally been 


‘ Ballarat 
ja 


~ G reat Stway 


National Park 


Rod Lowther 


our observation reporting area. The map below shows our 
region framed and shaded yellow. The small red squares 
indicate where observations were made. In 2020, 
participants could not move far from home due to COVID 
restrictions. As we were in the limited lock down period 
last year, it prompted many people to participate as a way 
to get outdoors, and our observations were concentrated 
around Geelong city and the various townships within our 
observation region. This year, our obServer numbers were 
down as were the total observations recorded. The table 
below shows the comparison with last year’s CNC and 
includes the data from the Great Southern BioBlitz, a 
springtime event structured in the same way as the CNC. 


Grade 


73.6 % 


eee oe ed 

2021 

ee | ee 
BioBlitz 2020 


5927 70.1 % 


: 


1171 





City Nature Challenge 5520 71.0 % 1286 
2020 


This year the CNC was held one week later than in the 
previous year. The fear was that the event timing might 
mean that colder conditions prevailed and therefore we 
would be limited in adventuring outdoors and consequently 
fewer species would be found, particularly invertebrates. 
Thankfully, we had excellent weather during the challenge, 
but it followed an extended period of low temperatures and 
adverse weather conditions. It is possible the season for 
many insect species may have already ceased. 


For those who participated, | think the general consensus 
was there are always more living things to observe and 
record than available hours to do so. Participants reported 


favourably on being out in nature and had an enjoyable 
time surveying their favourite spots or looking for their 
target plants and animals. Several observers wrote about 
their experiences during the CNC and posted these 
reflections on the Geelong iNaturalist Project in the Journal 
section. These can be read by clicking on the following link 
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city-nature-challenge- 
2021-geelong/journal 


Thanks to Terry, Deborah, Lorraine, Marilyn, Susan, and 
Rod for your contributions. 
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Day 


Friday 926 466 6 


So how did our City Nature Challenge effort 
compare with other cities? 


The Northern Hemisphere is still being affected by lock 
downs and concerns about COVID, so the event was 
declared by the International Organiser to no longer be a 
competition but a collaborative demonstration of recording 
nature. In reality when viewing the summary of the global 
results, the competitive spirit still prevailed in some of the 
large cities. 


In determining our ranking, | only included verified 
observations. Most city participants have already done that 


ce ai 


Total Number 
of Cities 


ee ee ee | 


a 24°C max, Wind ENE 17 km/hr max, Dry 


Saturday 1022 (nee, | 26°C max, Wind N 28 km/ hr max, Dry 
ede a oe et ae ee 


27°C max, Wind NNE 43 km/ hr max, Dry 


19°C max, Wind SSW 31 km/ hr max, Light 
showers 





in their project so it is the only way to make comparisons 
across all 419 cities. 


All observations form the CNC can be viewed in the 
iNaturalist Geelong Project https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
projects/city-nature-challenge-2021-qeelong 


So, using several criteria around observations and species 
numbers and refining the dataset by examining size and 
location of the cities for some measures, | have tabulated 
below Geelong’s ranking compared with other participating 


cities. 
Comments 


Overall Total Observations [maaan All cities included in dataset. 


Total Observations, small to 
medium-sized cities 


% Research Grade Observations 


Average number of Observations 
per observer 


Total Observations—Temperate 
Climate 


Total Observations—T emperate 
Oceanic Zone 


Location that had fewer than 100 observers. 


Filtered to remove locations with a small 
number of observations (less than 500). 


Filtered to remove some locations where only 
a few observers (fewer than 20) indicated bias 
in data set. 


Cities that are in the tropics, deserts and cold 
regions removed from dataset. 


Only cities that have an oceanic climate zone 
as Classified by the Koppen system. 


Number of Observers participating Full dataset. 


Total Number of Species found: 


Total Research Grade Species 


Total Observations—Australian 
Locations 





For the number of observers, Geelong 
performed well to get a high species count. 


Amazing effort to find species and have their 
identification confirmed. A great team effort. 


Good showing, Eastern Melbourne performed 
well as winner for Australia, with Adelaide 
coming in second. 


Overall good performance from Geelong in a strong field of contenders. Thanks very much to all observers and 


identifiers for their valuable contributions. 
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Species Categories | 2021 2021 2020 2020 
CNC Species | CNC % of total CNC Species | CNC % of total 


45.6 


Chromista (9 J08 |6 
Other Animals 


Observers 

Thanks to all the observers who were able to contribute on one of the days. The Overall top six observers in relation to 
Number of Observations were as follows: Helen Schofield, Susan Kruss, Kelly Clitheroe, Rod Lowther, Graham 
Possingham and Marilyn Hewish. For species count the observer ranking is slightly different with Marilyn Hewish 
moving up to 4th position. Congratulations to Linda Sharman on her contribution as best first-time participant / 
iNaturalist new user award. 





Identifiers 

For each observation, there are generally two identifications, one suggested by the observer and a confirmation 
identification that confirms the original ID or suggests another ID. The person who first identified the correct species 
other than the observer is credited with ID count. There are different identification categories in the process but space in 
this report does not allow full explanation. What is evident from the data is that our observers are getting a high 
proportion of observations correct in the initial assessment. So, it is reasonable to conclude that club members’ natural 
history knowledge is improving with the use of iNaturalist and their participation in these events. 

For the CNC, the ranking of the Top 6 Identifiers who also contributed observations (i.e. local club members) is as 
follows and in order: Beth Ross, Graham Possingham, Chris Lindorff, Helen Schofield, Lorraine Phelan and Rod 
Lowther. Our thanks to these Identifiers in helping Geelong to reach more than 70 per cent Research Grade 
observations. Thanks also to technical experts who provided approximately 1000 identifications, particularly Michael 
Keogh, B W Jones, Ben Travaglini and Thomas Mesaglio. 


Plants 





Helen Schofield again blitzed the field gathering 387 observations and 174 species. Susan Kruss and Lorraine Phelan 
also contributed strongly with more than 100 observations, Common species found were Silver Banksia, Common 
Heath and the Golden Wattles at various locations. 16 Orchid species were found and the observation of the Short- 
clubbed Wasp Orchid (Chiloglottis reflexa) by Helen was included in the International organiser’s summary of the event. 
(see below). 


Birds 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 





The bird species count was one better than last year’s City Nature Challenge. The common birds Australian Magpie, 
Superb Fairywren, Little Pied Cormorant were the top three species seen. Both the New Holland Honeyeater and Red 
Wattlebird observation numbers were significantly down. Full list here. 

Some beautiful photos were taken during the challenge and none more so than Jeff Dagg’s capture of a Rainbow X 
Scaly -breasted Lorikeet Hybrid that was voted the most popular (fav) observation of the four day event. Graham 
Possingham won the CNC BioBlitz birder tally with an individual count of 89 species and 168 observations. 


Insects 





The Spotted Amber Ladybird (Hippodamia variegate) was the most frequently recorded insect. Ten butterfly species 
were recorded but not the Yellow Admiral, the most common species last year after the Cabbage White. Thirteen Ant 
species was one up from last year’s total of 12. 159 moth species were identified with Marilyn Hewish on top for 
observations and species count in the insect category. 
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Arachnids 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 





Spider observations were significantly down from last year. Except for the Leaf-curling Spider and White-banded House 
Jumping spider, the remaining species were seen only once or twice. It is hard to say if this was due to actual absence 
of spiders around or due to last year’s restricted movement of observers due to COVID and observers looking more 
closely at their home environments. Terry from Wandana Heights was the most successful spider observer in Geelong’s 
City Nature Challenge this year. 


Molluscs 


Research Grade Observers Leading Observer 





The species count was significantly up from last year as observers were able to go to both low-energy bayside locations 
as well as the high-energy sandy and rocky beaches along the Surf Coast. Highlights this year were the sea slug Elysia 
coodgeensis, the rare Notched False Limpet, and the Common Southern Bean Cowry which despite its name is not so 
easy to find. Rod Lowther proved to be the leading observer after his visit to Lorne on the Monday. 


Fungi 





While the number of fungi observations was about the same as last year, the number of species found was significantly 
increased in both Verifiable and Research Grade Categories. 

20 species had more than one observation recorded while the other 76 fungi species had only a single observation, just 
demonstrating the great fungal biodiversity of our region at this time of the year. Full list of species can be seen via this 
embedded link. Helen Schofield was the leading observer while Kelly Clitheroe with half the number of observations 
had only one less species than Helen. 


Reptiles 





ae 


Reptiles were harder to find this year, probably due to a combination of the event being later in the year and the cold 
weather conditions beforehand. Six difference skink species were photographed, but two still need their identifications 
confirmed. 


Mammals 


Nine native species and the introduced European Rabbit made up the CNC mammal sightings. Helen Schofield with 
her recording of scats and tracks in addition to physical animal sightings resulted in her Leading Observer status in this 
category. 





Chromista (Kelp, Diatoms and Allies) 


Thirty-seven Seaweed/Kelp observations were recorded with 9 species identified. Unfortunately, identification was not 
always possible to Research Grade as we did not have access to an expert in this field. Nevertheless, the photos show 
great variation in physical form of the many seaweed species observed. Helen Schofield was the leading observer while 
Naomi Watts easily led the species count. 





Amphibians 
Research Grade Leading Observer 
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With only four species identified, the Ewing’s Tree Frog and Common Eastern Froglet shared honours for most 
observations as was the case last year as well. The other species were the Eastern Sign-bearing Froglet and Eastern 
Smooth Frog. Other than the Ewing’s Tree Frog observation, all observations and identification were done using 
recorded calls. Great effort by observers. Graham Possingham took out Leading Observer title for Amphibians. 


Other animals (Millipedes, Jellies, Anemones, Sponges, Sea Stars, Earthworm, Barnacles, Crabs 
etc.) 





Most common species observed were the introduced Portuguese Millipede and Common Pill while there were also 
many single observations of sea and shoreline creatures. Helen’s all-round skill in surveying resulted in her leading this 
category for observations. 


City Nature Challenge Field Naturalist Award—Helen Schofield 


With her overall combination of total observations and identifications plus general contribution to the CNC, Helen 
Schofield is the recipient of the CNC Field Naturalist Award for 2021. Thanks, Helen, for your significant effort and for 
assisting others during the event. 


Thanks to all who participated in the City Nature Challenge this year. The International organisers’ flyer that follows 
gives a brief overview of the event globally. We hope you and many others can be involved in the 2021 Great Southern 
BioBlitz to be held in mid-October. 





F Oly 
t 
Challenge 419 Cities 


2021 44 Countries 





# 


XQ 
1,270,767 45,300+ 52,777 
Observations Species People 
Made Documented Participated 


Including 2100+ Rare/Endancsered/ 
Threatened Species 


——® (ITY NATURE CHALLENGE THROUGH THE YEARS ®@—— 


2018 2019 2020 
Cities ; ; 5 - 159 


Countries ; ; ; : 28 : rto, : 44 


Observations | 19,800 Í 125,000 441,000 {963,000} 815,000 £1,270,000 
Species | 2.500 Í 8.600 : 18.000 Í 31.000 į 32,600 Í 45,300 
Observers | 1.000 Í 4,000 : 17,000 : 32,000 ? 41.000 : 52,000 





The Oy nate maga Ws at De terretooael celebradon of biodrwersity ha aed aroud & eala oper “PB ne 

< ton beteren San Francisco and Los Angeles, the Cty Namrec hsterge (CONC) has growe nD an ieternatonal ever g 
otwating people around t he world & find and documert attife Sa tagat Sues ma ee Commun arse ome tears at the 

Cobforn a Acedeny of Sciences and te Natural @istory Viweurs of Los Angeles County, the CNC is an errcel four-day gio 

bothu shere Olas ae n acolledoras ar- reets-frendly compet) vont to see rot only what can be acconglihed when we 

miare r- ter, but sbo which city Can gather De mow observations of pamte, find the most species. and engege the most 

people is the evert Ie 2920 & 2021 due to te COVID-19 pandemic, tw Cit ay ne ea not a competition, and : 

nated foce nad on the colabo steve aipect of people ar arot- te aeeeet < orrecting to ard documenting nature n whatever eo seer s 

wey they were atte For more mformation wt utet MESA E oe 
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Silvereye migration 


his winter, a small flock of well-travelled visitors has 

been spending a few days at a time in my garden. As 
they hop around the bushes seeking insects, | have 
glimpses of their olive-green heads and backs and their 
grey shoulders. When one of these birds perches at the top 
of a bush, | have a clearer view, and can see its yellowish 
throat and the white circle around each black eye that gives 
them their name, silvereye. It is not often that silvereyes 
visit my garden, but | am accustomed to them having pale 
grey fronts. These birds are different. Below their wings, 
their sides are a bright shade of brown. Silvereyes are 
found in Victoria, Tasmania, most of New South Wales, 
and parts of Queensland, South Australia and Western 
Australia. There are slight differences in the way they look 
in different parts of Australia, so scientists have divided the 
species of silvereye into nine subspecies. The birds with 
the brown sides are Tasmanian. Although they are 12 cm 
long, with wings about 6 cm long, and the largest of them 
weigh 15 g, they have flown across Bass Strait to be here. 








Photo: Graham Possingham 


Like any journey, a migration flight takes preparation. The 
birds need energy, warmth, a navigation system and the 
correct weather conditions to reach their destination safely. 
Before departure, birds eat extra food and put on weight. 
This stored fat provides them with the energy for their 
travels. Most will have a refuelling stop on the islands in 
Bass Strait. For warmth, they have their feathers. Nearly all 
of their body is covered in short, soft down. This can be 
fluffed up, so that air is trapped and warmed by the heat of 
their body. The birds’ means of navigation are more of a 
mystery, which scientists are still investigating. Small 
particles of a magnetic substance called magnetite have 
been found in the birds’ beaks. This allows them to detect 
the Earth’s magnetic field, so they can tell which way is 
north and which way is south. They may also use light from 
the rising and setting sun to find their direction. The more 
experienced birds in the flock can recognise landmarks 
along the way. As for weather, | found an account of 
silvereyes arriving in Victoria, in a book written last century 
by Gippsland naturalist, Ellen Lyndon. She, and a group of 
other naturalists, visited a beach on a stormy morning in 
May. Rain, sleet and wind were blowing onshore so 
strongly that they could hardly stand up. In this gale, they 
were surprised to hear many birds calling to each other. As 
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Wendy Cook 


they watched, thousands of silvereyes were blown in from 
the sea. The birds took shelter in the bushes behind the 
beach. 


After their arrival on the mainland, silvereyes continue their 
travels, seeking insects, fruit and nectar. Some follow the 
coast as far as south-east Queensland, while others fly 
inland. However, not all of Tasmania’s silvereyes migrate 
north. Some find sufficient food to remain in Tasmania 
throughout the winter and avoid the perilous journey across 
Bass Strait. When the birds first started their migratory 
travels, many thousands of years ago, Tasmania was 
joined to the mainland, so the journey north was much 
simpler. Sea levels began to rise after the last ice age. 
Initially, Bass Strait would have been no wider than a river 
and would not have been a hazard to migration. Over time, 
it broadened into the dangerous stretch of water we have 
today, but the process was gradual. Each year, the flight 
across sea became a little longer and the silvereyes 
continued with their journey. 


Silvereyes are not the only birds to make this flight. There 
are numerous species of birds that fly north across Bass 
Strait, to winter in a warmer place. Very few parrots 
migrate, but three species make the journey from 
Tasmania, and all can be seen not too far from Meredith, if 
you are lucky. The critically endangered swift parrot spends 
the colder months wandering parts of Victoria and New 
South Wales, feeding in flowering eucalypts. They have 
been seen near Bacchus Marsh. Blue-winged parrots pass 
through our area on their way inland. Another critically 
endangered bird, the orange-bellied parrot, spends its 
winter in coastal areas, including the less disturbed parts of 
Port Phillip Bay. Of course, some birds fly far greater 
distances. Eastern curlews are the world’s largest 
shorebirds. They breed in Siberia and China, then make 
the incredible journey to Australian coasts to feed on tidal 
flats, where they dig their long curved beaks into sand to 
hunt for crabs. Many smaller shorebirds also journey from 
Russia, China or Alaska to avoid the cold winter, then a 
few months later return there to breed. The same drive to 
return to their breeding grounds will soon disturb the 
silvereyes that have been visiting my garden. Then they 
will undertake the hazardous journey again, this time 
travelling south across Bass Strait. Perhaps they will be 
back here again next winter. 


Published in Meredith and District News, August 2020. 


May 2021 bird observations—some highlights 


he many records submitted to the Club website this 

month really highlight the great variety of birds being 
seen by enthusiastic observers. We have certainly had 
some wild weather this month and some glorious sunny 
still days too and all conditions seem to bring about 
interesting sightings. 


There are numerous interesting records from our 
woodlands and heathlands. 

A Brush Bronzewing at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
was a great treat as we do not receive many records of this 
pigeon species on the Bellarine Peninsula. Similarly, a 
beautiful Pink Robin seen and photographed in the small 
woodland at Tait Point overlooking Lake Connewarre was 
delicately tinged pink. It is often so interesting to explore 
these small remnants and plantings and roadside corridors 
for their birdlife as often unexpected birds do pop up. 


Flame Robins and Gang-gang Cockatoos are adding 
autumn colour to many sites around Geelong and by 
contrast two young European Goldfinches, lacking the 
typical red face, were seen in Highton. Little Wattlebirds 
are rarely seen around Bacchus Marsh and have not 
established populations so an observation this month from 
that part of our reporting region was noteworthy. Similarly, 
a high number of 30+ Singing Honeyeaters in Jan Juc 
was entertaining as they caught insects in the evening 
warmth. 


Classic scarce dry woodland birds this month include two 
White-bellied Cuckooshrikes silently exploring the 
eucalypt canopy at Bannockburn, a small flock of Swift 
Parrots in flowering eucalypts at the You Yangs and a 
Specked Warbler at Long Forest—a species still hanging 
on in low numbers in our region. 


Club members have been exploring the saltmarsh around 
our lakes and coast this month and finding many 
fascinating birds. A total of 377 Blue-winged Parrots at 
Lake Connewarre was phenomenal and helped account for 
the complete lack of parrots in other sites. Hopefully it 
shows food reserves at that site are plentiful. Similarly, an 





John Newman & Craig Morley 


was a great record for this uncommon eye-catching raptor. 
Families of Black-shouldered Kites at Balliang and 
Wallington with rusty-toned juveniles are always a delight 
and are a reminder that some of our birds breed 
successfully well into autumn and winter when food 
sources are available. A point reinforced with the very 
recent observation, at Wallington, of courtship feeding and 
copulation of a pair of Brown Falcons. 


We received several records of the much sought-after 
Australasian Bittern from Hospital Swamp and reiterates 
the importance of the interconnecting wetlands of Reedy 
Lake, Hospital Swamp and Lake Connewarre for these 
secretive reed-frequenting waterbirds. White—fronted 
Terns are a winter highlight for birders prepared to brave 
the cold windy coast and so two birds at Pt Lonsdale was a 
great record. 


Good flocks of 2500 and 400 Banded Stilts at Lake 
Murdeduke and Moolap Saltworks, respectively, were a 
welcome thrill after a long hiatus. A good flock of 43 
Double-banded Plovers at Pt Impossible was a pleasing 
winter treat. A sole Latham’s Snipe at Lara in May was a 
really unexpected sighting with the entire population of 
these migratory shorebirds moving north in February— 
March to breed in northern Japan. 


And in breaking news a Spangled Drongo hawking for 
insects mainly along the southern shore of Blue Waters 
lake at Ocean grove has caused a great deal of 
excitement! It was identified as a first-year bird with dull 
brown eyes and retained juvenile feathers with pale spots, 
streaks and fringes. The species is a vagrant to our region 
with this bird turning up unexpectedly. Though it is 
fascinating to delve into the resources of eBird (remember 
to log-in) and set Explore Species map option https:// 
ebird.org/australia/explore to Spangled Drongo and adjust 
the date range to January and then May to see that this 
species does curiously wander south and westwards after 
breeding along the east coast from mid-north New South 
Wales. You should end up with something like these maps. 
Red icons are records from the last 4 weeks. 





Records of Spangled Drongo for January (left) and May (right) in eBird 2011-2021 


Once more we sincerely thank the numerous observers, who keenly and diligently record their observations and submit 
them to our website and/or directly to eBird as complete lists or incidentals. 


https://ebird.org/australia/nome 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 
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Butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


A number of different butterflies are about, despite the cooler weather. Meadow Argus and Common Brown females 
and Jezebels, both Spotted and Imperial. Pairs of very late Australian Painted Ladies were seen doing mating 
flights and territorial battles. Our intrepid Field Nats range far and wide even in cold weather and are very observant. 
Observers: 

DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; 
SKr, Susan Kruss; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 


White-banded Grass-dart | 1/5/21 | Bannockburn | One | LPh 








Cabbage White 9/5/21 Hovells Creek trail Several scattered along the trail the trail JPo, GP 
Spotted Jezebel | 8/5/21 Coogerah Park Anglesea | One SKr 
| | 8/5/21 Limeburners Point | One fluttering around the carpark DTy 
8/5/21 Eastern Park Two fluttering around the general DTy 
area opposite from the Old Gun Club 
entrance 
| Imperial Jezebel | 30/4/21 | Lake Lorne One GP 
1/5/21 Anglesea At least three in morning sunshine on | JN 
mistletoes in flowering eucalypts 
8/5/21 Rice Reserve Two. Mistletoes in the area, but seen | JPo, GP 
in Eucalypts 
Australian Painted Lady | 9/5/21 Limeburners Lagoon Several pairs either doing mating JPo, GP 





flights or territorial battles 





| Meadow Argus | 30/4/21 | Eastern Park | One GP 
2/5/21 Hospital Swamp Two seen along track off Baenschs GP 
Lane 

| 25/5/21 | Highton One in paddock in sun JN 
Common Brown 30 /4/21 | Freshwater Lake (Lake | Three flitting in grass beside TFI 

Lonsdale) roadway 
2/5/21 | Ocean Grove Nature Twenty along Nth track GP 

Reserve 

| 2/5/21 | Taits Point One GP 


Common Grass-blue 2/5/21 Cressy Flora Reserve At least five on grasslands with some | JN 
flowers at Flora Reserve 


| 9/5/21 Hovells Creek Four in carpet weed JPo, GP 

















Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 24 June 2021 
Merrijig Creek Estate, Freeman Property, Freshwater Creek 


Leader: Lynne Cannard 


From Geelong on the Anglesea Rd, turn right into Blackgate Rd, about 3 km south of Freshwater Creek. Property is 
located 100 metres on left from the intersection. The Woolshed is 100 metres inside gate. The property of about 80 
acres, consists of approximately 50% remnant Manna Gum woodland and 50% farm. In the past 7 years Mat and Kylie 
Freeman have spent considerable time and effort rejuvenating the property. We will take a 4 km stroll around the farm 
including several small dams, open paddocks and remnant woodland along Merrijig Creek. Expect to see many 
woodland birds and waterbirds. Mat is also starting to see the revival of some ground orchids and other plants. The 
Woolshed is set up for groups and has toilets. Lunch is scheduled for 12.30 at the woolshed. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Woolshed, 1185 Blackgate Rd, Freshwater Creek. 

Bring: Good Boots, appropriate clothing for the forecast weather, binoculars, cameras and morning tea / lunch. 
Contact: Lynne Cannard 0439 345 260 
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Coming events 
Event listings are based on current knowledge of COV/D19 lockdowns. If we need to cancel anything that is listed here 
then we'll announce via the web site and Facebook. 


JUNE 2021 JULY 2021 
(no excursion or plant group meeting this month) 6 General Meeting: Millie Scicluna—Fat-tailed Dunnarts 
1 General Meeting: Sharon Blum-Caon (CCMA)—Lower 8-11 Fauna survey: 
Baien weetands 10-11 Winter Wader count: John Newman 
i MAMEIrOURINrOCBRS 13 Plant Group: In recess 
10-13 Fauna survey: Manna Gum Place, Maude 


15 Bird Group: Heather Mcginness—Waterbird satellite 


15 Meeting (Tues) Committee tracking 


17 Bird Group: Michelle Hall—Magpie-larks: what can we 18 Excursion: Ironbark Basin 


learn from their antiphonal duets 22 Bird Group Excursion: Anglesea 


24 Bird Group Excursion: Freshwater Creek (private 


property) 24-25 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 


President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Secretary Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 
Treasurer Graham Possingham g.possingham@gmail.com 


Minutes Secretary Kristine Kristensen kristinedawn@gmail.com 





Committee Members 


Craig Morley 
Tracey Hinton 


Trevor Hodson 
Bernie Lingham 


Naomi Wells 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


doctiny@bigpond.com 
berlingham@tpg.com.au 


naomiwells@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Deborah Evans 
Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan Iphelan@bigpond.com 
Web-master info@gfnc.org.au 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley craigmorley5@bigpond.com 


General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 


Rustem Upton 


info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 


Bird Group Craig Morley craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott ppescott@gmail.com 
Plant Group Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 
Bird Group excursions 


Chrissy Freestone 


Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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